
AGENDA  

Fortuna Historical Commission 

Wednesday, March 11, 2015 at 6:00 PM 

Fortuna Depot Museum 

We May Disagree, But We Will Be Respectful of One Another                                                                          
All Comments Will Be Directed to the Issue at Hand, and Addressed to the Commission                             

Personal Attacks are Unacceptable 

 

I. OPENING 
A. Call to Order / Flag Salute / Roll Call 
 

Commissioners Staff 

Susan O'Hara Regan Candelario, City Manager 

Toni Scolari Christina Boone, Recreation Office Supervisor 

Jean Giannini  Alex Service, Fortuna Depot Museum Curator 

Mike Murray 
 

Pam Zana   
 

II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – January 14, 2015  
 

IV. BUSINESS 
A. Welcome New Commissioner 
B. City of Fortuna Projects (City Manager Candelario) 
C. Arcadia Book Project 
D. Fortuna Main Street Guide Book Project 
E. Museum Security Update 
F. Depot Museum Advertising 
G. Replacement of UV-Filtering Film for Museum Windows 
H. Backup Storage Options for Museum Files 
I. Potential Accessions/De-accessions 
 

V. REPORTS 
A. Chairman Report 
B. Recreation Office Supervisor Report 
C. Curator Report 

a. Staff Report: January—February 2015 
D. Commissioner Reports or Comments 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.5, any non-confidential documents or writings that the City distributes, less 
than 72 hours before a regular meeting, to all or a majority of the legislative body's members must be made available to 
members of the public at the same time as the distribution. Documents and information related to the agenda topics are 
available for review at the Fortuna Depot Museum, 3 Park Street, between the hours of 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, Thursday to 
Saturday.  Members of the public are invited to come to the meeting and comment.  In compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the Curator at 725-7645.  
Notification prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this 
meeting. 
 
Alex Service, Fortuna Depot Museum Curator 



 

Historical Commission Regular Meeting Minutes 

January 14, 2015 

Page 1 of 3 
 

               

Fortuna Historical Commission Minutes 
Regular Meeting – January 14, 2015 - 6:00pm 

Fortuna Depot Museum - 3 Park Street 
 

I. OPENING 
Regular meeting called to order 5:59 p.m. by Commissioner O’Hara. Pledge of Allegiance. Roll call.  

 

 Commissioners Present       Council Liaison 
 Susan O’Hara / Doug Mooney / Mike Murray / Jean Giannini / Toni Scolari Doug Strehl 
  

 Staff Present           

 Regan Candelario / Christina Boone / Alex Service 
 

 Guests Present 
 Mike O’Hara  

 

II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC     
None.      
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES          
The Minutes of the November 12, 2014 Historical Commission meeting were approved. – M/S/C – Scolari/Mooney 
  

IV. BUSINESS 
 

A. Welcome New Commissioner and City Council Liaison 
Commissioner O’Hara welcomed new Historical Commissioner Mike Murray and Alternate City Council Liaison Doug 
Strehl.  Councilmember Strehl reported that new Fortuna City Councilmember Linda Gardner is this year’s Council 
liaison to the Historical Commission; however, she is out-of-town for a council training session.   

B. Election of Commission Officers 
Commissioner O’Hara outlined the officer positions and duties.  The chair conducts the Fortuna Historical 
Commission meetings and the vice-chair conducts the meetings in the absence of the chair.  The third position is 
publicity officer.   
       It was moved and seconded that Commissioner Scolari be appointed vice-chair. – M/S/C – Murray/Giannini.   
       It was moved and seconded that Commissioner O’Hara be appointed chair. – M/S/C – Scolari/Giannini 
       Following discussion, it was decided that all of the commissioners should consider publicity as part of their duties.  
Commissioner Murray volunteered that he will take photographs whenever needed for Depot Museum publicity.  In 
further discussion of publicity opportunities, Councilmember Strehl noted that there is a new local news tv station, 
Channel 23, founded in November 2014.  They are frequently looking for local stories, and broadcast 6:00 and 10:00 
news programs.  

C. Arcadia Book Projects 
Commissioner O’Hara reported on the new Arcadia Images of America book that she and Curator Service are writing 
on behalf of the Fortuna Depot Museum, on the mills of Humboldt County.  It will have a deadline of late spring/early 
summer, for a release date in late autumn 2015.  In discussion, Commissioner Giannini suggested that World War II 
Humboldt County would also be a good book topic, as it was a time when the county was booming, due to activity 
such as the naval base and a blimp factory. 

D. Museum Security Update 
Curator Service reported that the system was installed in late November and is working well.  Through 
miscommunication a security camera was not initially installed in the caboose, but that was dealt with promptly and 
the caboose camera has now been installed.  Curator Service had the opportunity to test the security cameras when 
the flags were temporarily removed from the top of the museum donations box by Parks and Recreation Department 
maintenance, in order to provide a flag for a city meeting held at the Recreation Hall.  The flags were not returned until 
after the museum opened for the day, and Curator Service was able to find the time that they were removed and 
identify the personnel involved by reviewing the security camera playback. 

E.  Depot Museum Photograph Use Policy 
Curator Service reported that since the new policies on Depot Museum photograph use and research services 
policies were put in place at the November 2014 Historical Commission meeting, there has been no opportunity to 
observe the new policies in practice, since we have received no requests for photographic reproductions or for 
research assistance requiring more than one hour’s work.  There was discussion of whether specific wording is 
required stating that fees may be waived at the curator’s discretion.  This question was tabled.  It was suggested that 
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Curator Service should consult with City Manager Regan Candelario on the question. 

F.  Holiday Season Exhibits and Events 
Commissioner O’Hara and Curator Service reported on events and exhibits in December 2014, including the 
December 6 volunteer appreciation reception, the December 20 event “Remembering the 1964 Flood,” and the 
“Christmas in Hard Times” exhibits focusing on the Great Depression, World War II and the 1964 Flood.  The flood 
exhibit will be on display through January.  Commissioner O’Hara mentioned that Curator Service made several 
appearances in local news coverage promoting the museum’s 1964 Flood anniversary events.  In connection with the 
50

th
 anniversary of the 1964 flood, Richard Dorris loaned to the Depot Museum the California Highway Patrol logbook 

from December 1964/January 1965, detailing the flood relief efforts.  Mr. Dorris was a CHP dispatcher in Eureka 
during the flood.  He has given permission for the logbook to be copied for the Fortuna Depot Museum collection, 
providing that the names of officers given in the reports in the “Annex F” section of the report be obscured in order to 
protect these individuals’ privacy. 

G.  Upcoming Special Events and 2015 Exhibits 
Pierson’s Building Center is again sponsoring a Humboldt history lecture series by Jerry Rohde.  The Depot Museum 
will host two of the lectures in the series: “Wish You Were Here,” a postcard history of Humboldt County, on August 
21, and “Both Sides of the Bluff,” highlighting stories from Mr. Rohde’s recent book of the same name, on October 16.  
Both programs will begin at 7:00.  Curator Service shared that one of the Depot Museum’s major exhibits of 2015 will 
be a 100

th
 anniversary look at the 1915 Panama-Pacific International Exposition in San Francisco.  She requested 

Commissioners’ ideas on other potential 2015 exhibits.  Discussion of exhibit possibilities followed.  Commissioner 
Giannini suggested looking into Humboldt County creameries as an exhibit topic.  Commissioners Scolari and O’Hara 
and Councilmember Strehl discussed possibilities of collaborating with area tribes on exhibits focusing on the local 
Native American communities.  They suggested that Curator Service contact Bear River and Weott representatives to 
discuss these possibilities.  Commissioner O’Hara suggested a summer exhibit idea: to pitch a tent, set up a camp 
scene w/ fishing equipment etc. for a summer camp/vacation exhibit. 

H.  Potential Depot Museum Purchases and Subscriptions 
Curator Service reported that around two years ago, shortly before John Crotty resigned as Parks and Recreation 
Department director, the Historical Commission approved the expense of up to $1000 in Depot Museum funds for the 
purchase of archival materials such as acid-free storage boxes and other items needed for artifact storage and care.  
These funds would come from Fund #165, the “Museum Exhibits Acquisitions Fund,” which is the fund into which all 
money from museum gift shop sales and donations to the museum are deposited.  No purchases were made at the 
time.  Since the museum’s archival supplies are now getting very low, Curator Service asked the Commission to again 
approve the expense of museum funds for this purpose.  – M/S/C – Giannini/Murray 
      Curator Service and Commissioner Murray led discussion of the need for new UV-filtering film on the museum’s 
windows.  Such film is currently in place, but should be replaced in order to properly protect the artifacts in the 
museum.  UV-filtering film should be replaced every few years, and the current film has been in place since before 
Curator Service began working at the Depot Museum in November 2009.  Curator Service was directed to research 
this project and bring information to the commission on costs involved and local contractors who could install the film.  
Mike O’Hara suggested Fortuna Glass as one business to contact. 
      Commissioner O’Hara proposed that the Depot Museum purchase a subscription to newspapers.com (around $80 
annually).  She has found it an extremely useful research tool, and believes it will be of great help in developing 
exhibits and in other museum projects.  One of its great advantages is that it is fully searchable.  It was moved that a 
newspapers.com subscription be purchased for the museum.  Curator Service was also directed to put renewal of the 
subscription on the agenda for the Historical Commission meeting in November 2015.  – M/S/C – Mooney/Giannini 
      Commissioner O’Hara and Curator Service led discussion of the need for backup storage for Depot Museum 
electronic files, particularly the large number of photographs stored on the museum computer.  Discussion followed of 
the various storage options.  Curator Service was directed to research this further and present a report at the 
Historical Commission’s next meeting. 

I.  Depot Museum Advertising 
Curator Service reported that for the past several years we have annually purchased a ¼ page ad in the Northwestern 
Pacific Railroad Historical Society’s Northwesterner newsletter.  The cost is $60 for an ad to run in both issues of the 
newsletter.  The deadline to advertise in the Northwesterner is in mid-March each year, and Curator Service 
requested the Commission to approve advertising in the Northwesterner for 2015.  – M/S/C – Giannini/Scolari 
      Commissioner Giannini inquired about the possibility of the Depot Museum advertising in the Humboldt County 
Historical Society’s Historian newsletter.  Curator Service was asked to research this and report at the next meeting. 

J.  Potential Accessions/De-Accessions 
One de-accession request was brought to the Historical Commission for this meeting.  The request came from John 
Taylor.  In 2013 Mr. Taylor donated to the Depot Museum a framed Ulster County Gazette newspaper from Kingston, 
New York dated 1/4/1800, containing coverage on the death and funeral of George Washington.  The newspaper was 
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preserved in Mr. Taylor’s family for generations, and was brought west with them when they came to California later in 
the 19

th
 century.  Mr. Taylor made the donation on behalf of a family member, and now that family member has 

requested the newspaper back.  In his letter to the Historical Commission, Mr. Taylor expressed his hope that the 
family member would eventually decide to again donate the newspaper to the Fortuna Depot Museum.  Discussion 
followed.  It was agreed that although this item is a valued part of the museum’s collection, the Historical Commission 
will honor Mr. Taylor’s request and approve the de-accession.  – M/S/C – Giannini/Scolari 
      The following accessions were proposed: From the Humboldt County Historical Society: documents, 
photographs and ephemera de-accessioned from the HCHS collection, including early 20

th
 century greeting cards and 

items relating to the 1915 Panama-Pacific International Exposition.  Curator Service recommended accepting these 
items into the Depot Museum collection, and the Commission voted to accept Curator Service’s recommendation.  – 
M/S/C – Giannini/Scolari 
 

V. REPORTS 
 

A. Chairman Report 
Commissioner O’Hara thanked Commissioner Doug Mooney for his service to the Historical Commission, and 
thanked new Commissioner Mike Murray for his willingness to serve.   

B. Recreation Office Supervisor Report 
None.   

C. Curator Report 
Curator Service led a brief discussion of the submitted staff report for November—December 2014.  She reported that 
she has met with Fortuna Union High School senior Bridget Collver, who has proposed a project photo-documenting 
some of the artifacts in the Fortuna Depot Museum collection for her senior “Change the World” project. 

D.  Commissioner Reports or Comments 
Commissioner Giannini: Asked about the process of finding information on the Depot Museum on the City of 
Fortuna’s web site, and suggested that the link to the museum on this site might be more prominently displayed.  
Commissioner Mooney: This will probably be his last meeting as a member of the Fortuna Historical Commission.  
He and wife Ruthann Schulte are relocating to Michigan, and he will probably have moved before the next 
Commission meeting.  He will be submitting his letter of resignation to the City Council.  He has enjoyed his time on 
the Commission, enjoyed working with his fellow commissioners and values the increased awareness of Humboldt 
County history that has come with his involvement on the Fortuna Historical Commission.  Commissioner Mooney 
expressed his thanks for the opportunity to be a part of this.   Commissioner Scolari: Reported that the 2015 exhibit 
topics for the Relic Accumulators’ Club display case should be set at an upcoming club meeting.  Commissioner 
Murray: No further report.   
 

VI. ADJOURN      
Next Historical Commission meeting, Wednesday, March 11, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. at the Depot Museum. There being 
no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. – M/S/C – Mooney/Murray 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Alex Service, Fortuna Depot Museum Curator 



     _____                                  ______STAFF REPORT: JAN-FEB 2015 

                 Museum Monthly Report 

               March 4, 2015 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT: 

Month: January 2015    Month: February 2015  

 Balance in register $99.99     Balance in register $318.77 

 Donations $51.45     Donations $75.77 

 Sales / Taxes $167.33    Sales / Taxes $132.11 

 Other  $0.00   Other $0.00 

       

 Less Deposits $0.00   Less Deposits $414.98 

       

 Ending Balance in register $318.77    Ending Balance in register $111.67 
 
 

ACTIVITIES IN MUSEUM: 
 
JANUARY: Visitor count was 251.  This is our highest visitation total for January in recent years.  Previous 

year’s January totals were: 2014: 198, 2013: 194, 2012: 213, 2011: 230, 2010: 160, 2009: 110, 2008: 90.  
 California: Arcata, Brentwood, Carlotta, Caspar, Eureka, Ferndale, Fortuna, Hayfork, Hydesville, 
Kelseyville, McKinleyville, Penngrove, Placerville, Rio Dell, San Jose, Seaside and Truckee  

States: Alaska, Colorado, Oregon and Vermont 
 
FEBRUARY: Visitor count was 205.  This is in the middle range for February visitor totals in recent years.  
Previous year’s February visitation totals were: 2014: 162, 2013: 215, 2012: 269, 2011: 162, 2010: 185, 2009: 
97, 2008: 110.  
 California: Arcata, Cloverdale, Eureka, Ferndale, Fortuna, Fremont, Gerber, Lodi, Loleta, Poway, Rio 
Dell, San Leandro, Santa Rosa and Scotia 
 States: Montana and Wyoming 
 
On February 27 a group of twelve visitors from the Fortuna Senior Center toured the Depot Museum.  In 
February we installed a retrospective exhibit on the Star Hotel building, “The Star Hotel: 1876—2015.”  We 
also installed a small seasonal exhibit featuring a display of antique Valentine’s cards.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
Redwood Researcher, Redwood Genealogical Society, February 2015 
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